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Climbing the stairs, resisting the lift
Developmentally appropriate practice in Year One

Elaine Bennett

July 2020

EYFS reforms: The DFE says…
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Are we drilling down or building up?

1960

1990

2008
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Listen to those who KNOW! 

Solly

Laevers

Fisher

Ephgrave

Scott

Stewart

Katz Zeedyk

Jones

Moylett

Louis Xueqin

“This is nothing new!” 
Anna Ephgrave (March 2017)

Froebel Piaget Montessori
Malaguzzi

Vygotsky
Margaret and Rachel 
MacMillan

Isaacs Dr Mary 
Sheridan

“There remains evidence of 
the value and benefits of a 
play based pedagogy for 
children throughout the 
Foundation Years and even 
beyond…”

(Key points p.42)
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“These reviews indicated, for us, a tension between child-led, play-based 
pedagogic approaches and adult-led or directed, formal pedagogic 
approaches and evidence which suggested that a ‘balanced approach’ 
between these two alternative pedagogies might be more effective in the 
EYFS. However, our own work had suggested to us that rather than 
‘balance’, a ‘fusion’ in pedagogic approaches was more effective” Chris 
Pascal and Tony Bertram

http://www.crec.co.uk/anno
uncements/considering-
value-hybrid-pedagogy-eyfs

‘Teaching should not be taken to imply a ‘top down’ or formal 
way of working. It is a broad term which covers the many 
different ways in which adults help young children learn. It 
includes their interactions with children during planned and 
child-initiated play and activities: communicating and 
modelling language, showing, explaining, demonstrating, 
exploring ideas, encouraging, questioning, recalling, providing 
a narrative for what they are doing, facilitating and setting 
challenges. It takes account of the equipment they provide 
and the attention to the physical environment as well as the 
structure and routines of the day that establish expectations. 
Integral to teaching is how practitioners assess what children 
know, understand and can do as well as take account of their 
interests and dispositions to learning (characteristics of 
effective learning), and use this information to plan children’s 
next steps in learning and monitor their progress.’ OFSTED.  
This is NOT just for EYs!!

http://www.crec.co.uk/announcements/considering-value-hybrid-pedagogy-eyfs
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1. Foundations 
take longer to 
create than 
buildings.

“Architects have to look at the site, locality and the 
physical environment of their location…..”

2. “The higher 
the building, 
the firmer the 
foundations 
have to be”
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“Simplification or 
generalisation 
ultimately constrain 
this design process 
and compromise the 
results.”

3. “The more 
stress a building is 
likely to face, the 
more flexible the 
foundations need 
to be”

“Ensuring a 
building will cope 
in extraordinary 
circumstances is 
vital.”
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Characteristics of 
effective teaching 
AND learning

1. Playing and 
exploring
2. Active Learning
3. Creating and 
thinking critically

Statutory in EYs…

4. “When building 
on poor ground, 
the foundations 
must be 
strengthened to 
compensate”
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The Power of 
Reading
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5. If new buildings are to 
be added to existing 
building, making the 
right connections 
between the 
foundations is crucial”

Appropriate connections allow the new building to 
settle and find its own level independently and 
without being forced or constrained”
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6. If foundations are 
inadequate, it is very, 
very expensive to 
underpin them later on.

“Resist the temptation to start on the 3rd 
floor.” Lilian Katz
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Teaching……

• ‘Teaching should not be taken to imply a ‘top down’ or formal way of 
working. It is a broad term which covers the many different ways in 
which adults help young children learn. It includes their interactions 
with children during planned and child-initiated play and activities: 
communicating and modelling language, showing, explaining, 
demonstrating, exploring ideas, encouraging, questioning, recalling, 
providing a narrative for what they are doing, facilitating and setting 
challenges. It takes account of the equipment they provide and the 
attention to the physical environment as well as the structure and 
routines of the day that establish expectations. Integral to teaching is 
how practitioners assess what children know, understand and can do 
as well as take account of their interests and dispositions to learning 
(characteristics of effective learning), and use this information to plan 
children’s next steps in learning and monitor their progress.’ 
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The 3 I’s of 
“being” the 
change our 
children 
need.

1. Get informed!
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Coming this 
September!

• https://www.early-
education.org.uk/news
/guest-blog-time-key-
stage-1-
developmentally-
appropriate-julie-fisher

https://www.early-education.org.uk/webinar-transition-to-KS1

2. Get involved
• https://www.early-education.org.uk/membership

https://www.early-education.org.uk/news/guest-blog-time-key-stage-1-developmentally-appropriate-julie-fisher
https://www.early-education.org.uk/membership
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3. Get interacting!

Get in touch….

• Join “Keeping Early Years Unique” 
on Facebook

• Twitter: @Keep_Eys_Unique

• Keyu.co.uk


