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Health Warning
More questions 
than answers

To talk about children, I have to 
talk about us.

However ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’ 
our practice is-we can always 
strengthen it.

Change only comes when 
society is willing to not 
only hear, but listen and  
take action.

Key Messages

• It is our choice to work with children- we must do 
this from a strengths approach and stop ‘othering’

• Change has to come from within as well as 
outside—reflective practice that leads to reflexivity 
is key to change in ourselves and in our practice. 
We cannot be bystanders, we must be activists.

• Our language is powerful-we need to understand 
the implications of what we say, we can control it to 
make a difference.
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What language do you 
use that labels others?

How do you challenge 
what others say?

How do you make 
others feel like pots of 
gold?
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How does our Language make 
Visible Children Invisible?

A question for 
you to reflect on

My thoughts….

Convention on the Rights of Children’s  
General Comment 7 (UNICEF 2006)

Young children are vulnerable 

Young children are especially vulnerable 

to the harm caused by unreliable, 

inconsistent relationships with parents, 

caregivers, or growing up in extreme 

poverty and deprivation, or being 

surrounded by conflict and violence, or 

being displaced from their homes as 

refugees, or any number of other 

adversities prejudicial to their wellbeing.

Viviers (2014:16).
n(In) Visibility of Children
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Understanding the Whole Child

What Research Tells me…
The importance of the home learning environment

The impact of poverty—how is this mediated in settings

The impact of Adverse Childhood Experiences

The mixed economy of the Early Childhood Education and Care sector, 
including qualifications, pay, employment conditions 

The lack of family support

Fads

Where is the child’s voice?

Poverty 
Research‐
Language of 
Blame or 
Understanding
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Poverty 
Research—
Language of 
Despair with some 
glimmers of hope

Language of 
Change

Making Sense of Poverty in Early 
Childhood Practice
• Poverty in work
• Poverty out of work
• Poverty of parenting
• Poverty and engagement
• Poverty and trying
• Poverty and support
• Poverty and lack of 
understanding
• Poverty and othering

We can 
and 
must do 
better…

‘as an occupation, childcare itself 
appears in many ways to be an excellent site for a redemptive project of the self’ 
(Vincent and Braun, 2010:207).
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We can CHANGE- it is within our gift

Rhetoric vs Reality- We do all these things to promote equality and 
inclusion—how?

The Professional, Personal and Private- the 3 P’s and the impact on 
‘intergenerational DNA’.

Anti-discriminatory practice/anti-oppressive practice- people will 
forget your name but they will never forget how you made them 
feel.

Strong Leadership- we are all leaders-we can make a difference.

We can create a new reality for 
children…

Where they are heard, listened to and enabled to 
become…

We know the road ahead is tough, the road has always 
been tough, but we can CHANGE.

Remember change for children will come in Early 
Childhood when we are willing to not only hear, but listen 
and take action—just knowing 

Thank you for listening

Over to You…
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