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Maria Montesorri
• Maria Montessori was born on the
31st August 1870 in the town of
Chiaravalle, Italy
• The Montessori family moved to
Rome in 1875
• 1886 to 1890 she continued her
studies with the intention of
becoming an engineer
• Her family wanted her to become
a teacher, but she was determined
to enter medical school and
become a doctor

Links to other Pioneers???
1896 Montessori added the appointment
as surgical assistant at Santo Spirito
Hospital in Rome to her portfolio of
tasks.
Much of her work there was with the
poor, and particularly with their children.
As a doctor she was noted for the way in
which she ‘tended’ her patients, making
sure they were warm and properly fed
as well as diagnosing and treating their
illnesses.

http://montessori‐ami.org/resource‐library/facts/biography‐dr‐maria‐montessori
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History of Maria Montessori
Took an interest in the ground-breaking work of two
early 19th century Frenchmen, Jean-Marc Itard, who
had made his name working with the ‘wild boy of
Aveyron’, and Edouard Séguin, his student.
 developed a technique of education through the
senses, which Séguin later tried to adapt to
mainstream education.
 Highly critical of the regimented schooling of the
time, Séguin emphasised respect and understanding
for each individual child.
 Created practical apparatus and equipment to help
develop the child’s sensory perceptions and motor
skills
 During the 1897-98 University terms she sought to
expand her knowledge of education by attending
courses in pedagogy, studying the works of
Rousseau, Pestalozzi and Froebel.

Moving into Education
Orthophrenic School
 Originally worked with children with what
we would term SEND
 Placed huge value on observing children
First Casa dei Bambini or ‘Children’s
House’, which opened on the 6th January
1907
 Built to ‘engage’ children so they were not
playing on building sites

Quotes
1904 - 1908: Pedagogic School of the University of Rome

“The subject of our study is humanity; our
purpose is to become teachers. Now, what
really makes a teacher is love for the human
child; for it is love that transforms the social
duty of the educator into the higher
consciousness of a mission”
Maria Montessori, Pedagogical Anthropology
(New York 1913), p. 17. Quoted in Kramer, p. 98.

The opening of the first ‘Children’s House’

“I had a strange feeling which made me
announce emphatically that here was the
opening of an undertaking of which the whole
world would one day speak.”
E.M. Standing, Maria Montessori: Her Life and Work
(New York 1984) p. 38.
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The Montessori
Method (1912)
‘... teacher’s task is first to nourish and assist,
to watch, encourage, guide, induce, rather
than to interfere, prescribe or restrict’.
p.xxvi

‘The school must permit the spontaneous,
natural manifestations of the child’s nature
if a new and scientific pedagogy is to arise.
This is the essential reform.’
p.23

‘It is incomprehensible that so-called science
should have worked so hard to perfect an
instrument of slavery ion the school... It
behooves [benefits] us to think of what may
happen to the spirit of the child...’
p.16-18

In Practice?
 Montessori believes in teachers taking more of
a step back when children are play and
learning
 Montessori believe practitioners are more of a
observer or guide to the children and aid them
with the resources to explore there senses and
learning
 Montessori influence in practice on how
important it is for practitioners to observe the
children’s development
 Montessori also influenced the way the
settings layout is enabling that child’s learning
- as it give the children free access to
resources that they want to play with

Independence
Many nursery schools provide an
excellent example of this method.
We speak of non-compulsory
education that focuses on playing,
fun, and flexibility. It allows children
to be spontaneous and have
initiative.
Ultimately, Maria Montessori’s
method favours the independence of
the youngest children. At the same
time, it helps them acquire the basic
values of coexistence, cooperation
and respect.
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The basic principles of
the Montessori method
 To begin, the Montessori method
encourages discovery-based
learning. We all have an innate
curiosity. Montessori instructors
believe children learn better if
something awakens this natural
curiosity, so they want to learn more
and make their own discoveries.
 This method takes advantage of this
natural inclination that children have
to ask questions and find answers.

The Montessori method
today
 There are several schools that have chosen the
Montessori method. In spite of all this, there’s
still doubt. Is the Montessori method only for
children between the ages of 0 and 6 years?
Although most schools currently offer this
method only to this age group, the fact is
that Maria Montessori designed it so that it could
be used until the age of 12.
 However, the Montessori method could also be
applied at the high school level. Maria
Montessori, although she didn’t have time to
design and develop it completely for this stage,
did leave some established guidelines on the
steps to take with older children.

Maria Montessori – Video Extraordinary Women
Revolutionised children’s education

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TXqeTYHn0p4
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Importance of Observation
What Montessori came to realise was that
children who were placed in an environment
where activities were designed to support
their natural development had the power to
educate themselves. She was later to refer
to this as auto-education.
In 1914 she wrote, ‘I did not invent a method
of education, I simply gave some little
children a chance to live’.

Montessori Philosophy

Her method is founded on the belief that
providing a warm and secure environment
enables children to most easily absorb
information. Montessori saw that children
learn best by doing and that happy selfmotivated learners form positive images of
themselves as confident, successful
people. She created specially designed
resources to foster independence and a love
of learning from an early age.

It soon became apparent that Dr. Montessori
had developed a highly effective method of
teaching which could be used with great
success with every child. She began to travel
the world, establishing schools, lecturing
about her discoveries and writing many
articles right up to her death in Holland in
1952 at the age of 82. She was a true pioneer
of child-centred education. Her innovative
classroom practices and ideas have had a
profound influence on the education of young
children all over the world.

What Is A Montessori Nursery School?

A Montessori nursery is set up and
run on the educational principles
developed by Dr. Maria Montessori.
The Montessori approach is holistic
and aims to develop the whole child.
Fundamental to the approach is the
belief that a child's early years from
birth to six are the period when they
have the greatest capacity to learn.

At a Maria Montessori Nursery
School. They may provide an
environment in which children
develop on an individual basis guided
from within by their natural curiosity
and by the careful guidance of
experienced Montessori teachers.
They all see the early years as a
preparation for life and a foundation
for everything which follows.

Copyright 2020© Aaron Bradbury & Debbie Garvey. All rights reserved

5

Early Childhood Theorists by Aaron and Debbie – Part 4
Maria Montessori

Resources
http://montessori‐ami.org/resource‐library
The original Montessori Institute ‐ resource library ‐
wealth of information

https://www.biography.com/scholar/maria‐
montessori
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EY Matters
Changing the Script for Early Childhood Practice
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