Early Childhood Theorists by Aaron and Debbie – Part 6
Pioneers

The Pioneers of
Early Childhood

By Aaron Bradbury
& Debbie Garvey
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Lev Vygotsky
Lev Vygotsky is often called the "Mozart of psychology."
Like the famous composer, Vygotsky applied his genius early in life to many
different areas.
And like Mozart, Vygotsky died young, at age 37, after a battle with tuberculosis.
Born in 1896 in Belorussia, he began his career as an educator and a psychologist
at the time of the 1917 Russian revolution.
After moving to Moscow in 1924, Vygotsky set out to create what he hoped
would become a new way to understand and solve the social and educational
problems of his time.
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Lev Vygotsky
"In play, a child is always above
his average age, above his daily
behaviour; in play, it is as though
he were a head taller than
himself."
Lev Vygotsky (1896‐1934)
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Lev Vygotsky
At the core of Vygotsky's theory, called the
Cultural‐Historical Theory, is the idea that child
development is the result of the interactions
between children and their social environment.
These interactions include those with parents
and teachers, playmates and classmates, and
brothers and sisters.
They also involve relationships with significant
objects, such as books or toys, and culturally
specific practices that children engage in the
classroom, at home, and on the playground.
Children are active partners in these
interactions, constructing knowledge, skills,
and attitudes and not just mirroring the world
around them.
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Zone of Proximal
Development (ZPD)
Vygotsky opposed the psychologists who
believed that children's development
occurs spontaneously and cannot be
affected by education. He also differed
with those who claimed that teaching had
the power to alter development at any
time regardless of the child's age or
capacities. Instead, Vygotsky felt that
learning could lead development if it
occurs within the child's Zone of Proximal
Development (ZPD).

5

Vygotsky recognized that the kind of assistance
needed to help children develop new skills and
concepts within their ZPD took different forms for
children of different ages. For instance, fostering
make‐believe play could provide the same support
that formal instruction offers for older children.

Lev Vygotsky

"A child's greatest achievements are possible in
play, achievements that tomorrow will become
her basic level of real action.“
Lev Vygotsky has contributed a wealth of ideas to
early childhood education. Most important, he has
shown us how children's efforts to understand the
world around them, working in concert with
teachers' sensitive, responsive interactions, rouses
their young minds to life.
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Supporting Development
Through Play
 For make‐believe play to support development:
 Give children the opportunity to create an imaginary
situation by offering non structured and multifunctional
props and by modelling how to use them (for example, a
paper plate may be used not only for playing restaurant
but may also become a dial in a spaceship or a mirror in a
hospital).
 Encourage children to act out various roles by
introducing different play themes and scenarios (so,
when playing out a grocery store theme, children can be
shelf stockers, post office clerks, shoppers, cashiers, and
so on).
 Be certain that children are aware of the rules that
govern the relationship between specific roles in a play
(for example, in playing hospital, the "patient" is not
supposed to give a shot to the "nurse").
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Margaret McMillan
(1860 ‐ 1931)
• Sisters Margaret and Rachel McMillan, born in Westchester County in New
York State.
• 1865, both their father and younger sister died of scarlet fever
• Their mother decided to return to Scotland where they lived with their
maternal grandparents
• Spent time in London in 1880’s ‐ but dismissed for socialist views, moved
to Bradford
• By 1911, moved to Deptford and open air camps/school
• 1923, elected as 1st president of Nursery Schools Association (renamed the
British Association for Early Childhood Education now known as Early
Education)
• Established Rachel McMillan Teacher Training College in Deptford (1930)
 Partnership with Parents & Home visits (joint nurturing)
 Understood about the links of poverty to
health/development/learning
 Advocate for outdoor environments (year round)
• Influenced by Froebel (1752‐1782)
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McMillan
Nursery School
Video

From British Pathé newsreel (1939)
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‘educate every child as if he were your own’.
Rachel McMillan (cited in M. McMillan 1919)

Hitherto everything has been a little
confused... There were no Nursery Schools
proper, and certainly no outdoor nurseries....
So confused, so blind was the general view ...
Many people supposed that training of any
kind was unnecessary ‐ that any kind of nice,
motherly girl would do... Nurseries were to be,
in other words, a dumping‐ground for the well‐
intentioned but dull women of today
(McMillan 1919, p.15)
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McMillan in Practice

• Importance of free play and space to
move
• Learning through experience
• Importance of outdoor
• Partnership with parents
• Vulnerable Children and Children
with SEND
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Jean Piaget
"If logic itself is created rather
than being inborn, it follows that
the first task of education is to
form reasoning."
Jean Piaget 1896‐1980
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The legacy of Jean Piaget to the world of early
childhood education is that he fundamentally
altered the view of how a child learns. And a
teacher, he believed, was more than a transmitter
of knowledge she was also an essential observer
and guide to helping children build their own
knowledge.

Jean
Piaget

As a university graduate, Swiss‐born Piaget got a
routine job in Paris standardizing Binet‐Simon IQ
tests, where the emphasis was on children getting
the right answers. Piaget observed that many
children of the same ages gave the same kinds of
incorrect answers. What could be learned from
this?
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Jean Piaget
Piaget interviewed many hundreds of children and concluded that children who
are allowed to make mistakes often go on to discover their errors and correct
them or find new solutions. In this process, children build their own way of
learning. From children's errors, teachers can obtain insights into the child's
view of the world and can tell where guidance is needed. They can provide
appropriate materials, ask encouraging questions, and allow the child to
construct his own knowledge.
Piaget's continued interactions with young children became part of his life‐long
research. After reading about a child who thought that the sun and moon
followed him wherever he went.
Children are not "empty vessels to be filled with knowledge" (as traditional
pedagogical theory had it). They are "active builders of knowledge‐little
scientists who construct their own theories of the world."
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Piaget's Four Stages of
Development
• Sensorimotor Stage: Approximately 0 ‐ 2
Infants gain their earliest understanding of the
immediate world through their senses and through their
own actions, beginning with simple reflexes, such as
sucking and grasping.
• Preoperational Stage: Approximately 2 ‐ 6
Young children can use symbols for objects, such as
numbers to express quantity and words such as mama,
doggie, hat and ball to represent real people and objects.
• Concrete Operations: Approximately 6 ‐ 11
School‐age children can perform concrete mental
operations with symbols‐using numbers to add or
subtract and organizing objects by their qualities, such as
size or colour.
• Formal Operations: Approximately 11 ‐ adult
Normally developing early adolescents are able, to think
and reason abstractly, to solve theoretical problems, and
answer hypothetical questions.

15

Copyright 2020© Aaron Bradbury & Debbie Garvey. All rights reserved

5

Early Childhood Theorists by Aaron and Debbie – Part 6
Pioneers
Piaget in Practice
• Introduce unusual materials to
encourage exploration.
• Add aluminium foil and flashlights to
the block area. How can you use
these with the blocks?
• Encourage children to talk about
changes they notice when
manipulating objects.
• Invite children to learn more about
the world through field studies and
trips.
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Paiget
Video
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Born in Bolton, Lancashire in 1885

Susan
Sutherland
Isaacs
(1885 ‐1948)

Her mother died when she was 6‐years‐old

Originally a governess and then a teacher
Degree in philosophy, she studied psychology &
trained as a psychoanalyst
Malting House School for 2½ ‐7 ½ years‐olds
(1924‐8)
First Head of Dept of Child Development
(University of London, 1933)
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... The chief loss and chief source of difficulty was the break in
family life, the parting with loved ones and the securities of
home.
(1941, p.7)

If we watch him when he is free to play as he will, the child
shows us all that he is wishing and fearing, all that he is
pondering over and aiming to do.
(2013, p.11)

In these early years, the child’s feelings are very intense. He has
little power of control and little understanding of the situations
which stir him. His affections are warm and passionate and his
delight in the presence of those whom he loves very great.
Disappointment and the fear of loss arouse painful anxiety and
anger.
(2013, p.24)
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Isaacs in Practice
• Play is central to learning
• Emotions and feelings at the heart of
practice
• Observation is key
• Rich environment that supports
exploration, imagination & problem
solving
• Role of the Adult
• Understanding the different needs of
different age groups

20

Links throughout:
Early Childhood Theorist series
• Early childhood adversities
• Social pioneers (often ‘unintentionally’ became
involved in politics)
• People who cared about society/communities
• Were often ridiculed for their beliefs
• Remarkably resilient
• Importance of Observation and Outdoors
• Prolific writers ‐ they wrote about everything
they saw, felt and thought
• Role of the adult is vital (as is training/CPD)
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Links throughout:
Early Childhood Theorist series
Early childhood
adversities

Social pioneers (often
‘unintentionally’
became involved in
politics)

People who cared
about
society/communities

Were often ridiculed
for their beliefs

Remarkably resilient

Importance of
Observation and
Outdoors

Prolific writers ‐ they
wrote about
everything they saw,
felt and thought

Role of the adult is
vital (as is
training/CPD)
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(1712) Rousseau (b)

•

(1917) Urie Bronfenbrenner (b)

•

(1746) Pestalozzi (b)

•

(1922) George Cadbury (d)

•

(1771) Robert Owen (b)

•

(1931) McMillan (d)

•

(1778) Rousseau (d)

•

(1934) Vygotsky (d)

•

(1827) Pestalozzi (d)

•

(1948) Isaacs (d)

•

(1782) Friedrich Froebel (b)

•

(1952) Robertson (2yr old film)

•

(1803) Titus Salt (b)

•

(1954) Maria Montessori (d)

•

(1839) George Cadbury (b)

•

(1980) Piaget (d)

•

(1852) Friedrich Froebel (d)

•

•

(1858) Robert Owen (d)

(1983) Nurturing Parenting
Programs launched (Dr. Bavolek)

•

(1860) McMillan

•

(1870) Maria Montessori (b)

•

Our Discussions
Timeline:
300 years of history

•

(1876) Titus Salt (d)

•

(1885) Isaacs (b)

•

(1896) Piaget (b) Vygotsky (b)

•

(1907) Bowlby (b)

•

(1913) Ainsworth (b)

•

(1990) Bowlby (d)

•

(1999) Ainsworth (d)

•

Now......
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Bradbury & Garvey

Ta Dah!!!

Our BIG
Announcement!!!
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EY Matters
Changing the Script for Early Childhood Practice
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