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in ECEC settings.

Philippa Thompson, Senior Lecturer,  
Sheffield Hallam University

'all about us'

a quick note...

1

2

3



Hidden Voices 

Copyright 2020© Philippa Thompson. All rights reserved 2

the study
1.To generate insights into parental experience of 
child anaphylaxis in ECEC

2.To create an understanding of whether, and if so 
how, wider issues of ECEC are significant to this 
parental experience, linked for example to their 
positioning within school, ECEC settings and society

3.Ensure the voices  of parents of children with FAs 
and anaphylaxis are heard by a wider audience

the practice
This PhD study proposes to investigate the lived 
experiences of parents of children with food 
allergies and anaphylaxis as they go through the 
process of choosing or attending an early 
childhood (ECEC) setting in England. 

methodology
Bell (2002:207) suggests that narrative inquiry is 
based on the epistemological assumption that 
humans make sense of situations and their lives 
through the use of 'story structures'. 

Relationships between myself and the 
participants are key in taking a collaborative 
approach and co-constructing a caring 
community of participants (Noddings, 1986; 
Connelly and Clandinin, 1990).

—Brandon Sanderson

“The purpose of a storyteller is not 
to tell you how to think, but to give 
you questions to think upon.”
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my story
Parents ...'occupy a physical and socio-emotional space, which gives 
them privileged access to ‘hard-to-reach’ research participants.'

Barrett (2017:3)

social exclusion

parental 
emotions

Current research

parental health 
and nutrition 

concerns

Time consuming 
roles and 

responsibilities

Parental positioning in ECEC: creating 
further social exclusion?

as generators of 
school/setting 
improvement

(Nakagawa, 2000)

as achievers of social and 
economic success. 
The idea of 'responsibilisation' (Cain, 2016; 

Wright, 2012; Barnes and Power, 2012)

as empowered with 
choice: a consumerist 
voice

Wright (2012) terms 'fantasies of 
empowerment'

as marginalised through 
social practices (Osgood et 
al., 2013)

A growth in parental governance (De 
Benedictis, 2012) where health and 

education models align development with 
age can result in parents feeling monitored 
and expected to be supporting their child to 
meet developmental milestones (Wiles and 

Robison, 1994).

as first educator with the 
power to improve 

outcomes for children
The rhetoric of the 'successful child' 

(EPPE, Sylva et al, 2004); REPEY, Siraj-
Blatchford et al, 2002)

as workforce
'market-led approach to childcare' (Grover 

2005:63)
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what next?

participants
telling stories

listening to stories

analysis

Can we change practice in ECEC settings and the workplace?

impact
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THANKS
Does anyone have any questions?

philippa.thompson@shu.ac.uk

Twitter: @PhilippaThomps4
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